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Introduction

 Personal experiences teaching EFL writing

 knowing a skill doesn’t necessarily mean 

having skills to teach it

 Why research in EFL writing?
o To explore experiences and 

give voice to Montenegrin 

EFL teachers

o To narrow the research gap



Teaching EFL writing in Europe

 Write to learn vs. learn to write approach to writing 

pedagogy

 Theory vs. practice, adopting vs. adapting

 Efforts to reconcile curriculum with actual 

students’ needs

 Should EFL teacher education programs more

adequately prepare students 

for grappling with the factors 

that shape writing instruction?



What EFL teachers’ have to say



Becoming an EFL writing teachers

● Teacher education, PD opportunities, context and 

reflective practice shape teachers’ perceptions of their role 

in the classroom, helping them to move from idealism to 

realism.  

● Being vs. becoming: becoming a writing teacher does not 

occur in a void but is consisted of negotiating the social, 

institutional and historical context of teachers’ work, and 

finally building their professional identities (Lee, 2010) 



My Research Questions

1. How important is writing instruction in EFL 

context in Montenegro & how important is it for 

teachers to receive training in teaching writing?

2. What are the approaches to and practices of 

Montenegrin EFL teachers for teaching writing?

3. What are the Montenegrin EFL teachers’ 

perceptions of their competence in teaching writing 

and is there a link between these perceptions and 

their approach to teaching writing?



Research Design

• Participants 

• Methods of data collection 

• Data analysis

• Findings



Professional training opportunities 



Professional training impact 



The importance of good EFL writing skills



Approaches to teaching EFL writing 



Instructional practices used to teach EFL writing



More training on…



Findings

 Montenegrin EFL teachers use a variety 

of instructional practices for teaching 

EFL writing.

 Montenegrin pre-service & in-service EFL 

teachers would benefit from increased training 

in EFL writing pedagogy

 Micro context governs attitude to and instructional 

practice in teaching EFL writing



What can we 

learn from these 

findings?

Importance of…

 challenging assumptions & 

stereotypes

 teachers’ awareness of the variety 

of professional contexts

 courses on EFL writing pedagogy 

in EFL teacher training programs

 helping ELs understand the 

importance of good writing skills

 PD oppotunities for both 

pre- & in-service teachers



Conclusions

 EFL teachers need to be prepared to teach writing 

effectively in their specific contexts

 EFL teachers should not be left alone to deal with the 

challenges of making EFL writing more meaningful

 More research would contribute to increasing the 

understanding of writing instruction in local contexts 

and open the communication across borders




